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Charles Hermite

Born: 24 Dec 1822 in Dieuze, Lorraine, France
Died: 14 Jan 1901 in Paris, France

Charles Hermite's father was Ferdinand Hermite and his mother was Madeleine Lallemand. Ferdinand
Hermite was a trained engineer and he worked in this capacity in a salt mine near Dieuse. After he married
Madeleine he joined in the draper's trade in which her family were involved. However he was an artistic
man who always wanted to pursue art as a career. He had his wife look after the draper's business and he
took up art. Charles was the sixth of his parents seven children and when he was about seven years old his
parents left Dieuse and went to live in Nancy to where the business had moved.

Education was not a high priority for Charles's parents but despite not taking too much personal interest in
their children's education, nevertheless they did provide them with good schooling. Charles was something
of a worry to his parents for he had a defect in his right foot which meant that he moved around only with
difficulty. It was clear that this would present him with problems in finding a career. However he had a
happy disposition and bore his disability with a cheerful smile.
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